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Orange County Transportation Authority 
550 South Main Street / P.O. Box 14184 / Orange / California 92863-1584 / (714) 560-OCTA (6282) 

 
 
 
 
July 7, 2025 
 
 
To: Regional Transportation Planning Committee 
 
From: Darrell E. Johnson, Chief Executive Officer 
 
Subject: Federal Fiscal Year 2026-2027 and 2027-2028 Surface 

Transportation Block Grant/Congestion Mitigation and Air Quality 
Program Project Prioritization Recommendations 

 
 
Overview 
 
On March 10, 2025, the Orange County Transportation Authority Board of 
Directors approved the federal fiscal year 2026-2027 and 2027-2028 Surface 
Transportation Block Grant/Congestion Mitigation and Air Quality Improvement 
Program project prioritization guidance and directed staff to return to the Board 
of Directors with a recommended priority for each project application. 
Recommendations are presented for Board of Directors’ approval. 
 
Recommendations 
 
A. Approve the federal fiscal year 2026-2027 and 2027-2028 Surface 

Transportation Block Grant/Congestion Mitigation and Air Quality 
Improvement Program project prioritization recommendations. 

 
B. Authorize staff to process all necessary amendments to the Federal 

Transportation Improvement Program to facilitate the above actions. 
 

C. Authorize the Chief Executive Officer or his designee to provide 
concurrence on future project scope changes, extension requests, and 
substitutions in order to preserve funding for Orange County projects. 

 
Background 
 
Surface Transportation Block Grant (STBG) and Congestion Mitigation and Air 
Quality Improvement (CMAQ) Program funding is made available through the 
Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act or Bipartisan Infrastructure Law signed 
into law on November 15, 2021. The Southern California Association of 
Governments (SCAG) selects projects within its region to be funded with STBG 
and CMAQ. Project selection through the STBG/CMAQ Program includes a  
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two-step process that involves the Orange County Transportation Authority 
(OCTA) prioritizing projects from Orange County, followed by SCAG scoring and 
ranking projects based on SCAG Regional Council approved criteria. As part of 
the selection process, OCTA is asked to evaluate each project submitted for 
consideration and assign the project as highly recommended, recommended, 
not recommended, or contingency list. SCAG prioritization of projects is based 
on a combination of project and agency eligibility, OCTA evaluation, clear 
demonstration of community/stakeholder engagement, and project deliverability 
and readiness.  
 
On March 10, 2025, the Board of Directors (Board) approved the prioritization 
guidance for the FFY 2026-2027 and 2027-2028 STBG/CMAQ call for projects 
(call). Prioritization guidance includes scoring criteria for local agency submittals. 
OCTA, the Los Angeles - San Diego – San Luis Obispo Rail Corridor Agency 
and the Southern California Regional Rail Authority (Metrolink) project 
recommendations are based on OCTA priorities and project timing. Applications 
were due to OCTA on May 16, 2025, and staff has prioritized projects consistent 
with the Board-approved criteria. Ultimately, SCAG will select projects for 
funding. However, OCTA’s prioritization makes up approximately 50 percent of 
each project’s score and can significantly influence which projects SCAG selects 
for funding.  
 
Discussion 
 
A total of 66 project applications were submitted from 27 Orange County 
agencies including (one project from Metrolink and seven projects from OCTA), 
requesting a total of $420.661 million. The majority of the local agency projects 
were street rehabilitation or complete streets projects. Staff evaluated and 
prioritized the local agency projects, consistent with the Board-approved 
guidance and criteria, as highly recommended, recommended, contingency, and 
not recommended. Upon approval, these recommendations will be submitted to 
SCAG to be considered in SCAG’s final selection process. SCAG assigns 
projects up to 50 points based on OCTA’s project prioritization. SCAG will 
evaluate each project using its own criteria and assign up to 60 additional points.  
 
While SCAG does not commit to any specific funding level for each County 
Transportation Commission, OCTA has a funding target of approximately  
$200 million from this call. To ensure that the highest priority projects are 
delivered, staff is recommending a highly recommended funding threshold of 
approximately $245 million. This ensures that the highest priority projects are 
given the best opportunity to compete in the SCAG project selection process. 
Also, it should be noted that project prioritization recommendations include at 
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minimum, one project from each applicant that is designated either highly 
recommended or recommended. Projects which are recommended may still 
compete well enough to be funded through SCAG’s project selection process, 
but they may also be put on SCAG’s recommended but not funded list which 
would allow them to utilize funding made available through future project 
cancellations and savings.  
 
Local Agency Project Recommendations 
 
Project prioritization (Attachment A) is based on the Board-approved 
prioritization criteria (Attachment B). Staff recommends that 21 local agency 
projects, requesting $102.822 million, be designated as highly recommended. 
These projects will support a combination of local street rehabilitation and 
complete streets improvements. Highly recommended projects are distinguished 
by exceptional alignment with the OCTA prioritization criteria. Additionally, three 
highly recommended projects are “grandfathered” projects. These three projects 
were previously approved by the Board for STBG and CMAQ funding through 
the Orange County Complete Streets Program but were not “selected” by SCAG 
for funding. This designation limits the projects from seeking additional funding 
or requesting delays beyond fiscal year 2025-26. If these projects are formally 
selected by SCAG through this call, those limitations would no longer apply. 
 
Staff has identified 26 projects totaling $119.377 million as recommended. The 
recommended projects are generally aligned with the OCTA prioritization criteria 
and would also fund several local street rehabilitation and complete streets 
improvements.  In some cases, the recommended match may be limited to the 
minimum required, the project justification is not tied to the OCTA program 
prioritization, or the project sponsor may not have demonstrated proficient 
delivery of federal funded projects over the past five years, particularly compared 
to those projects which are highly recommended.  
 
The remaining 11 eligible projects have met the minimum OCTA prioritization 
criteria but are either not strong candidate projects or were placed in contingency 
due to the high volume of submissions from certain agencies, and to preserve 
geographic balance across the program. Regarding scoring, the applications for 
these lower scoring projects did not provide sufficient evidence of community 
support, project readiness, or sponsoring agency ability to deliver the project. 
Staff proposes they be placed on the contingency list. OCTA is not submitting 
any projects as not recommended. 
 
Additionally, there are five projects located in the cities of Placentia, Santa Ana, 
and Tustin that, if awarded funding, may require modifications to OCTA’s Master 
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Plan of Arterial Highways (MPAH). The MPAH includes the plan for the complete 
build out of Orange County arterials, where each arterial has a specific 
classification such as a major or primary arterial which specifies the minimum 
number of travel lanes. Any proposed changes to the MPAH will require the city 
to submit a formal letter requesting an amendment.  
 
Upon receipt, the request will be incorporated into the next available MPAH 
update and submitted for review and approval by the Board. These projects are 
identified in Attachment A. 
 
OCTA and Metrolink Project Recommendations 
 
As noted in the Board-approved prioritization guidance, OCTA and Metrolink are 
eligible applicants and directly submitted the following eight projects: 
 

Project Name Project Designation 
Total Funding 

Request 
Alternate Fuel Replacement 
Buses (18) 

Highly recommended  $     30,000,000  

Metrolink Rehabilitation (two 
years) 

Highly recommended  $     30,000,000  

OC Connect Highly recommended  $     25,000,000  
Interstate 5 Improvements from 
San Diego County Line to 
Avenida Pico 

Highly recommended  $     40,000,000  

First Street Complete Streets 
and Transit Signal Priority 

Highly recommended  $     12,000,000 

Metrolink Pacific Coast Highway 
Bridge Replacement (PA&ED 
and PS&E) 

Highly recommended  $       5,544,000 

OC Streetcar Operations Recommended  $     22,000,000  
State Route 74 Ortega Highway 
Gap Closure and Multimodal 
Improvements 

Recommended  $       5,000,000  

 
Total  $   169,544,000  

PA&ED – Project Approval and Environmental Document 
PS&E – Plans, Specifications, and Estimates 

 
OCTA’s submittal and recommendations are based on OCTA’s priorities as well 
as project timing. Staff sought to propose and highly recommend a multimodal 
program of projects keeping in mind the County target.  
 
 Alternative fuel replacement buses are needed to help OCTA achieve 

compliance with the California Air Resources Board Innovative Clean 
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Transit Regulation and meet the zero-emission deployment and transition 
goals. 

 Metrolink rehabilitation is needed to support OCTA’s share of Metrolink 
rehabilitation costs, and this will build on OCTA’s investment in Metrolink 
service and ensure the rail system remains in a state of good repair.  

 OC Connect would provide almost four miles of Class 1 bicycle and 
pedestrian facilities as well as provide several features that would improve 
safety for pedestrians and bicyclists.  

 The Interstate 5 Improvements from the San Diego County Line to Avenida 
Pico would help provide interconnectivity between Orange and San Diego 
Counties as well as help to reduce congestion and delay along the 
corridor by adding a managed lane in each direction, among other 
improvements.  

 Lastly, the First Street Complete Streets and Transit Signal Priority 
Project will provide active transportation as well as transit improvements 
along First Street in the City of Santa Ana.  

 
These projects all align with OCTA’s 2025 Board and Chief Executive Officer 
(CEO) Initiatives to deliver a balanced, sustainable, and equitable transportation 
system as well as ensuring organizational resiliency through fiscal and 
environmental responsibility by seeking external funding. 
 
For the two remaining projects which are recommended, the OC Streetcar and 
the State Route 74 Ortega Highway Gap Closure and Multimodal Improvements 
Project, it is likely that SCAG may ultimately select both projects but would not 
have funding remaining to support them. In that case, the projects would be 
eligible to receive funding made available through future project cancellations or 
savings. The OC Streetcar Project aligns well with SCAG’s criteria and may 
score highly through the SCAG regional selection. It is also well positioned to 
participate in the next call cycle. The State Route 74 Ortega Highway Gap 
Closure and Multimodal Improvements Project funding need is still being 
determined and could be considered for funding through other state funding 
programs. More detailed project descriptions for OCTA’s projects are included 
in Attachment C. 
 
Ultimately, for projects to receive federal funding, they must be included in the 
Federal Transportation Improvement Program (FTIP); therefore, Board direction 
to add or amend awarded projects in the FTIP is requested. To ensure that any 
projects needing an amendment or immediate action can move forward, staff 
recommends that the CEO be granted the ability to amend projects as necessary 
to avoid any loss of funds.   
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The project prioritization recommendations are provided in Attachment A. If 
these projects are ultimately approved by SCAG, then approximately 24 miles of 
local streets will be rehabilitated, over eight miles of bicycle and pedestrian 
facilities will be created or improved, 18 replacement buses will be purchased, 
two years of rehabilitation will be funded for Metrolink, and other projects will be 
able to move forward. Attachment B includes Board-approved program 
prioritization guidance as reference.  
 
Next Steps 
 
Project prioritization submission is due August 1, 2025, to SCAG. With Board 
approval, OCTA staff will provide the project prioritization designations to SCAG 
for consideration of STBG/CMAQ funds. The SCAG Regional Council is 
expected to consider project selection in the November/December 2025 
timeframe. Once the projects have been formally selected by SCAG, staff will 
notify the Board about award recipients and create a public website with project 
information. 
 
Summary 
 
Through the STBG/CMAQ call, OCTA staff is seeking Board approval of the 
project prioritization recommendations for submittal to SCAG as part of the 
project selection process. 
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Attachments 
 
A. Federal Fiscal Year 2026-2027 and 2027-2028 STBG/CMAQ Program 

Project Prioritization Recommendations 
B. Federal Fiscal Year 2026-2027 and Federal Fiscal Year 2027-2028 

Surface Transportation Block Grant/Congestion Mitigation and Air Quality 
Improvement Program Prioritization Guidance – Orange County 
Transportation Authority Ranking Criteria 

C. The Southern California Association of Governments Federal Fiscal Year 
2026/2027-2027/2028 Surface Transportation Block Grant and 
Congestion Mitigation and Air Quality Improvement Program Call for 
Projects Nominations – Orange County Transportation Authority Project 
Descriptions 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Prepared by:     Approved by: 

      
Ben Ku       Rose Casey 
Section Manager,     Executive Director, Planning 
Formula Funding Programs   (714) 560-5729 
(714) 560-5473 



Federal Fiscal Year 2026-2027 and 2027-2028 STBG/CMAQ Program Project Prioritization Recommendations ATTACHMENT A
Project ID Applicant Project Name Project Designation Total Funding Request

ORACFP49 Anaheim Santa Ana River Multimodal Bridge Highly Recommended 7,000,000$  
ORACFP18 Anaheim Anaheim Boulevard Rehabilitation: La Palma Avenue to East Simmons Avenue Highly Recommended 6,947,000$  
ORACFP62 Brea Tracks at Brea Final Phase Gap Closure* Highly Recommended 1,771,000$  
ORACFP73 Costa Mesa Adams Avenue Active Transportation Improvements – Multipurpose Trails* Highly Recommended 7,000,000$  
ORACFP55 Fountain Valley Rehabilitation and Resurfacing of Talbert Avenue, from East City Limit to Ward Street Highly Recommended 2,640,000$  
ORACFP57 Fountain Valley Rehabilitation and Resurfacing of Newhope Street, Ward Street, Ellis Avenue, and Slater Avenue Highly Recommended 3,360,000$  
ORACFP11 Fullerton Yorba Linda Boulevard – State College Boulevard to Bradford Avenue Street Rehabilitation Project Highly Recommended 6,383,000$  
ORACFP5 Fullerton Euclid Street - Valencia Ave to State Route 91 Project Highly Recommended 4,984,000$  
ORACFP27 Huntington Beach Goldenwest Roadway Improvements Highly Recommended 6,197,000$  
ORACFP28 Huntington Beach Garfield & Goldenwest Roadway Improvements Highly Recommended 6,197,000$  
ORACFP64 Mission Viejo Alicia Parkway Roadway Rehabilitation Highly Recommended 4,314,000$  
ORACFP70 Mission Viejo Marguerite Parkway Roadway Rehabilitation Highly Recommended 3,063,000$  
ORACFP13 Orange Santiago Canyon Road Rehabilitation Project Highly Recommended 3,388,000$  
ORACFP17 Placentia Palm Drive Highly Recommended 4,200,000$  
ORACFP43 Placentia Rose Drive ** Highly Recommended 2,651,000$  
ORACFP15 Santa Ana Euclid Street Vision Zero Improvement Project Segment 1 - First Street to McFadden Avenue ** Highly Recommended 5,699,000$  
ORACFP39 Santa Ana Euclid Street Vision Zero Improvement Project Segment 2 - Hazard Avenue to First Street ** Highly Recommended 5,092,000$  
ORACFP33 Seal Beach Seal Beach Boulevard Pavement Rehabilitation Highly Recommended 5,520,000$  
ORACFP8 Tustin Red Hill Avenue Rehabilitation Project (Sycamore Avenue to Bryan Avenue) ** Highly Recommended 7,000,000$  
ORACFP4 Tustin Jamboree Road Rehabilitation Project (Interstate 5 to Portola Parkway) Highly Recommended 7,000,000$  
ORACFP12 Yorba Linda Yorba Linda Boulevard/Savi Ranch Class I/IV Bikeway (Savi Ranch Parkway Widening and Connect Savi Ranch)* Highly Recommended 2,416,000$  

Subtotal 102,822,000$  
ORACFP58 Anaheim La Palma Avenue Rehabilitation Project: Euclid Street to Harbor Boulevard Recommended 2,658,000$  
ORACFP25 Aliso Viejo City of Aliso Viejo Street Rehabilitation Project Recommended 4,436,000$  
ORACFP63 Buena Park Commonwealth Avenue Complete Streets and Pavement Rehabilitation Project Recommended 2,921,000$  
ORACFP23 Costa Mesa Traffic Signal Resiliency Project Recommended 6,392,000$  
ORACFP34 Costa Mesa Fair Drive For All Project Recommended 7,000,000$  

ORACFP50 Dana Point Golden Lantern (Stonehill Drive to Pacific Coast Highway) and Camino De Estrella (Calle Hermosa to Camino Capistrano) 
Arterial Roadway Resurfacing Project Recommended 3,147,000$  

ORACFP52 Dana Point Selva Road (Chula Vista Avenue to Stonehill Drive) Arterial Roadway Resurfacing Project Recommended 1,387,000$  

ORACFP53 Dana Point Niguel Road (Camino Del Avion to Tennis Villas Drive North) and Niguel Road (Stonehill Drive to Pacific Coast Highway) 
Arterial Roadway Resurfacing Project Recommended 1,339,000$  

ORACFP51 Fountain Valley Four (4) School Area Mid-Block Crosswalks Improvements Recommended 3,825,000$  
ORACFP21 Irvine Venta Spur Trail and Jeffrey Road Pedestrian and Bicycle Bridge Recommended 4,000,000$  
ORACFP47 La Habra OC Loop Gap Closure Project Recommended 6,197,000$  
ORACFP68 La Palma Valley View Street (Southern California Edison Right-of-Way to Priest Drive) Rehabilitation Project Recommended 5,132,000$  
ORACFP71 La Palma Valley View Street (183rd Street to Orangethorpe Avenue) Pavement Rehabilitation Project Recommended 4,497,000$  
ORACFP65 Laguna Beach   Laguna Canyon Road: Protect & Connect Recommended 7,000,000$  
ORACFP66 Laguna Hills Arterial Pavement Rehabilitation Project- Moulton Parkway Recommended 2,500,000$  
ORACFP56 Laguna Niguel Alicia Parkway Pavement Rehabilitation from Crown Valley Parkway to Highlands Avenue Recommended 5,944,000$  
ORACFP69 Mission Viejo Muirlands Boulevard Roadway Rehabilitation Recommended 1,522,000$  
ORACFP14 Orange Tustin Street Rehabilitation Project Recommended 6,967,000$  
ORACFP6 Orange Santiago Creek Bike Trail Gap Closure Phase 2 Recommended 5,100,000$  
ORACFP67 San Clemente San Clemente North Beach Train Station Area Improvements and Transportation Demand Management Plan Recommended 4,250,000$  
ORACFP40 Santa Ana Euclid Street Vision Zero Improvement Project Segment 3 - McFadden Avenue to Edinger Avenue ** Recommended 4,671,000$  
ORACFP24 Stanton Western Avenue Rehabilitation Project Recommended 2,000,000$  
ORACFP3 Tustin Tustin Ranch Road Pedestrian Bridge Recommended 7,000,000$  
ORACFP48 Westminster Goldenwest Street Improvements Recommended 5,492,000$  
ORACFP19 Yorba Linda City of Yorba Linda Master Plan of Arterial Highways Preservation Project Recommended 7,000,000$  
ORACFP9 Yorba Linda City of Yorba Linda National Highway System Preservation Project Recommended 7,000,000$  

Subtotal 119,377,000$  
ORACFP54 Aliso Viejo Arterial Slurry Seal and Bike Lane Improvement Project Contingency 2,438,000$  
ORACFP60 Fountain Valley Rehabilitation and Resurfacing of Edinger Avenue from Euclid Street to Newhope Street Contingency 1,500,000$  
ORACFP29 Huntington Beach Huntington Beach Bluff Top Trail Stabilization Project Contingency 7,000,000$  
ORACFP22 Irvine South Yale Corridor Bicycle and Pedestrian Facilities Improvements Contingency 5,000,000$  
ORACFP61 Laguna Niguel Golden Lantern Bicycle Safety Improvements Contingency 883,000$  
ORACFP59 Laguna Niguel Median Enhancements Project Contingency 2,231,000$  
ORACFP72 Mission Viejo La Paz Road Roadway Rehabilitation Contingency 985,000$  
ORACFP7 San Clemente Avenida Pico Bike Lane and Pedestrian Improvements Contingency 510,000$  
ORACFP32 Santa Ana Fairview Bridge Replacement and Street Improvements from 9th Street to 16th Street Contingency 3,098,000$  
ORACFP30 Seal Beach Citywide Safety Action Plan Implementation Contingency 4,848,000$  
ORACFP2 Tustin Tustin Citywide Active Transportation Plan Contingency 425,000$  

Subtotal 28,918,000$  

* OCCSP Grandfathered Wave 1 Project Designation Total Funding Request
Highly Recommended 102,822,000$  

Recommended 119,377,000$  
Contingency 28,918,000$  

Not Recommended -$  
Total 251,117,000$  

Project ID Agency Project Name Project Designation Total Funding Request
ORACFP35 OCTA Alternate Fuel Replacement Buses (18) Highly Recommended 30,000,000$  
ORACFP37 OCTA Metrolink Rehabilitation (2 years) Highly Recommended 30,000,000$  
ORACFP36 OCTA OC Connect Highly Recommended 25,000,000$  
ORACFP41 OCTA Interstate 5 Improvements from San Diego County Line to Avenida Pico Highly Recommended 40,000,000$  
ORACFP42 OCTA First Street Complete Streets and Transit Signal Priority Highly Recommended 12,000,000$  

ORACFP20 Metrolink Pacific Coast Highway Bridge Replacement (Metrolink Orange Subdivision, Mile Post 200.2) - Project Approval & 
Environmental Document & Plans Specifications & Estimates Highly Recommended 5,544,000$  

Subtotal 142,544,000$  
ORACFP46 OCTA OC Streetcar Operations Recommended 22,000,000$  
ORACFP44 OCTA State Route 74 Ortega Highway Gap Closure & Multimodal Improvements Recommended 5,000,000$  

Subtotal 27,000,000$  

Project Designation Total Funding Request
Highly Recommended 142,544,000$  

Recommended 27,000,000$  
Contingency -$  

Not Recommended -$  

STBG - Surface Transportation Block Grant
CMAQ - Congestion Mitigation and Air Quality Improvement Program 
OCTA - Orange County Transportation Authority
Metrolink - Southern California Regional Rail Authority
OCCSP - 2023 Orange County Complete Streets Program Total 169,544,000$  

Project Designation Grand Total Funding 
Request

Highly Recommended 245,366,000$  
Recommended 146,377,000$  

Contingency 28,918,000$  
Not Recommended -$  

Grand Total 420,661,000$  

** Project as proposed has been determined to potentially impact the Master Plan of Arterial Highways (MPAH). Project advancement will be contingent on the Board of Directors' approval of an 
amendment to the MPAH.

Local Agencies

OCTA and Metrolink

Orange County
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 Federal Fiscal Year 2026-2027 and Federal Fiscal Year 2027-2028 Surface 
Transportation Block Grant/Congestion Mitigation and Air Quality Improvement 

Program Prioritization Guidance – Orange County Transportation Authority 
Ranking Criteria 

Overview 
 
The Southern California Association of Governments (SCAG) federal fiscal year (FFY) 
2026-2027 and FFY 2027-2028 Surface Transportation Block Grant (STBG)/Congestion 
Mitigation and Air Quality Improvement (CMAQ) Program prioritization guidance, 
establishes the framework for project selection, and allocation of CMAQ and STBG funds 
within the SCAG region. The Orange County Transportation Authority (OCTA), as the 
County Transportation Commission, is required to develop a project prioritization 
framework outlining how project nominations submitted within the County will be 
prioritized as highly recommended, recommended, contingency list, or not recommended 
for funding as part of the final SCAG selection. 
 
Funding and General Application Information  
 
Funding is made available through the Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act which is 
set to expire in September 2026. Therefore, STBG/CMAQ Program funding is subject to 
subsequent congressional reauthorization or continuing resolution as this Program will 
provide funding in FFY 2026-2027 and FFY 2027-2028. OCTA estimates Orange County 
projects could receive approximately $200 million based on SCAG’s targets. This 
estimated target does not represent a guaranteed funding level, a nomination floor, or a 
nomination ceiling. 
 
Applicants must comply with the SCAG STBG/CMAQ Program and should refer to the 
SCAG guidelines for information on submitting an application and overall eligible 
applicant, eligible projects, eligible costs, minimum matching requirements, funding 
availability targets and other information. The SCAG guidelines are available here: 
https://scag.ca.gov/surface-transportation-block-grant-program-congestion-mitigation-and-
air-quality-improvement-program. 
 
For applicants or for projects that are in Orange County, the following specific OCTA 
prioritizations apply: 
 
 Applications from local jurisdictions (cities and the County of Orange), the 

Southern California Regional Rail Authority, the Los Angeles – San Diego – San 
Luis Obispo (LOSSAN) Rail Corridor Agency and OCTA will be prioritized. Other 
organizations are encouraged to apply through Orange County cities or the County 
of Orange. 

 Agencies will be required to prioritize their projects, and OCTA will prioritize the 
first three priority applications for scoring purposes. 

 Capital project applications from applicants other than OCTA, LOSSAN, and 
Metrolink that request funding between $500,000 minimum and $7,000,000 

ATTACHMENT B 
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maximum will be prioritized by OCTA for scoring purposes.  Planning grant 
applications are not subject to this prioritization limitation. 

 Projects that are included in OCTA’s Directions 2025 – Long-Range Transportation 
Plan which can be found through this link: Directions 2045 Long-Range 
Transportation Plan will be prioritized by OCTA. 

Schedule 

Milestone Date 
STBG/CMAQ Program Adoption by SCAG March 6, 2025 
Project Nomination Opens March 31, 2025 
Application Submission Deadline to SCAG May 16, 2025 
OCTA Project Prioritization Scoring and Eligibility 
Reviews 

May 16 – June 20, 2025 

OCTA Staff Recommendations Published July 3, 2025 
OCTA Board of Directors’ (Board) STBG/CMAQ 
Program Project Prioritization 

July 14, 2025 

Project Prioritization Due to SCAG August 1, 2025 
SCAG Project Review and Scoring August – October, 2025 
SCAG Regional Council Awards  November or December 2025 

 
SCAG Required County Transportation Commission Project Prioritization 
Framework 
 
OCTA is responsible for developing a project prioritization framework which will guide 
OCTA’s evaluation of all applications within Orange County. These evaluations will result 
in a prioritization ranking. According to the SCAG guidelines for the STBG/CMAQ 
Program, OCTA must base its prioritization ranking on the following criteria:   
 
1. Eligibility  

County transportation commissions will screen potential implementing agencies 
and projects for eligibility with federal and regional requirements. Projects must be 
eligible for STBG and/or CMAQ funds, as detailed in 23 United States Code 
Section 133, 149, et al. Given the limited time that is available to review projects, 
OCTA will progressively review project and project component throughout the 
STBG/CMAQ Program period and up until the project is to be included in the 
Federal Transportation Improvement Program by SCAG. 

 
2. County Priorities 

County transportation commissions are expected to develop a prioritization 
framework that considers applicable county-level plans, policies, and objectives. 

 
3. Community/Stakeholder Engagement 

County transportation commissions should prioritize project nomination 
applications with demonstrated community support. 
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4. Deliverability and Readiness 
County transportation commissions should evaluate potential implementing 
agencies and projects for deliverability issues. Commissions should consider if 
potential implementing agencies have sufficient capacity and technical expertise 
to meet deadlines. Commissions should encourage projects with demonstrated 
readiness within the programming period. 
 

OCTA will review submittals first for eligibility and compliance with basic application 
requirements. Then the remaining projects will be ranked as highly recommended, 
recommended, contingency list or not recommended through a scoring process. The 
scoring criteria are derived from the goals outlined in OCTA’s 2025 Board and Chief 
Executive Officer (CEO) Initiatives and Action Plan, the Board-approved Capital 
Programming Policies for STBG and CMAQ, letters of interest, focus group meetings with 
Orange County Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) representatives, OCTA’s Directions 
2045 Long-Range Transportation Plan, and STBG/CMAQ Program draft guidelines.   
 
From 2025 Board and CEO Initiatives 
 Support thriving communities by advancing environmental stewardship and 

sustainability 
 Maintain Financial Integrity and Effectively Administer Taxpayer Dollars for 

Transportation 
 Actively Engage with Stakeholders and Seek Input from Diverse Communities 

 
From Capital Programming Policies 
 CMAQ may be used for any of the following: 

o Fixed-guideway and/or high-occupancy vehicle or high-occupancy toll 
operational improvements 

o Vanpool program and rideshare services 
o Rail and bus transit capital projects  
o Traffic light synchronization projects 
o New or expanded transit operations (three years of CMAQ funding may be 

used for the first five years) 
o Eligible bicycle and pedestrian projects  

 STBG may be used for any of the following: 
o Measure M2 (M2) Freeway Program 
o Local streets and roads 
o Bicycle, pedestrian and/or complete streets projects 
o Countywide planning activities up to five percent annually  

From Letters of Interest 
 In November 2024, OCTA solicited letters of interest for CMAQ and STBG funds 

from all 34 Orange County cities, the County of Orange, Southern California 
Regional Rail Authority (Metrolink), LOSSAN, and over 500 transportation 
stakeholders. OCTA provided basic introductory information on the upcoming 
SCAG STBG/CMAQ Program and requested optional feedback regarding funding 
needs, potential projects, and project types. OCTA received responses from 
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Metrolink, the County of Orange, and 21 cities for 61 potential projects. These 
project types varied from road rehabilitation, complete streets improvements, road 
widening, safety projects, planning documents, train locomotives, and others. 
Approximately 50 of the 61 projects proposed through the letters of interest OCTA 
received indicated a need for funding for complete streets projects and/or road 
rehabilitation. However, OCTA has provided more than $90 million dollars over the 
last two years for complete streets projects which are now in the process of being 
delivered. Also in late January, OCTA held focus groups with members of the TAC 
Committee which provides guidance primarily on local streets and roads concerns 
made up of Public Works directors and local jurisdiction engineers to discuss 
transportation needs in Orange County. The TAC members expressed a great 
need for assistance with street rehabilitation, particularly for arterials around 
Orange County. For this reason, OCTA is prioritizing road rehabilitation over 
complete streets projects. 
 

OCTA Prioritization Part 1 – Application Preference 
 
OCTA will review submitted documentation to determine whether the submitted project 
application meets OCTA’s application preference. The review will consider consistency 
with preferred applicant, fiscal responsibility, countywide funding distribution, and OCTA’s 
Long-Range Transportation Plan - Directions 2045. Any issues identified for any of these 
criteria will be communicated to the applicant’s contact. Projects which receive a score of 
75 or higher in the OCTA prioritization section will move to the scoring criteria section or 
Part 2 of the application.  Prioritization Part 1 does not apply and is not required for 
Metrolink, LOSSAN, and OCTA projects.  
 
OCTA Prioritization – Application Preference with 
Requirements 

Maximum Points 

 Is the applicant a local jurisdiction (cities and the 
County of Orange), the Metrolink, LOSSAN, or 
OCTA? 

 Up to 25 Points 
 

 Is the funding request within the $500,000 minimum 
request to $7,000,000 maximum funding limitation for 
capital projects (excluding planning)?   

Up to 25 Points 

 Please list project/application ranking and number of 
total projects/applications submitted for consideration 
(e.g., one out of three projects, two out of three 
projects, three out of three projects). 

Up to 25 Points 

 Is your project included in the OCTA Board 2025 – 
Long Range Transportation Plan which can be found 
through this link: Directions 2045 Long-Range 
Transportation Plan, please provide page number 
that references project or project type. 

Up to 25 Points 
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OCTA Prioritization Part 2 – Scoring Criteria 
 
In Part 2 of the OCTA prioritization applications, projects which have received between 
75 and 100 points in Part 1 of the application will be scored up to 100 points to determine 
which projects are highly recommended, recommended, contingency list, or not 
recommended using the following rubric. Projects that receive less than 75 points in  
Part 1 of the application will be ranked as not recommended by OCTA.  
 

OCTA Prioritization – Project Type Possible Points  
First Priority 

 Road rehabilitation project – arterials only 
 Transit projects (fixed-guideway, alternative fuel bus, 

enhancements to improve the passenger experience) 

50 Points 

Second Priority  
 Complete streets projects 
 Active transportation projects 

40 Points 

Third Priority 
 Signal synchronization 
 Local streets and roads (safety, widening, operational 

improvements) 
 Planning studies 

30 Points 

OCTA Prioritization – Fiscal and Environmental 
Responsibility  

Possible Points 

 Does the project improve air quality or provide 
environmental benefits? Provide documentation. 

Up to 5 Points 

 What local match is the implementing agency 
providing? What percentage of the project cost is 
being supported with local agency and/or nonfederal 
match? Please provide funding sources. Points are 
provided for greater local match commitment. 

Up to 10 Points 

 
Community Engagement (Review Required by SCAG) Possible Points 

 Does the project have community support? Please 
provide evidence of community support. 

Up to 10 Points 
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Deliverability and Readiness (Review Required by 
SCAG) 

Possible Points 

 Is your project included in a plan? Please provide a 
link to plan and page number that references project. 

Up to 5 Points 
 

 What is the status of environmental studies? Provide 
documentation. 

Up to 5 Points 

 Has a preferred alternative been selected? Provide 
documentation. 

Up to 5 Points 

 Has the implementing agency successfully delivered 
federal projects on time in the past? Please describe 
the project and when the project or project phase was 
completed.  Also, please provide the federal funding 
program. Preference would be for projects delivered 
using funds through the Federal Highway 
Administration process through the California 
Department of Transportation. 

Up to 10 Points 
 

 
OCTA will rank the highest scoring projects within each project type and then will balance 
how much funding is available for each project type based on the overall funding target 
of STBG and CMAQ. Finally, the ranking will consider which projects would be eligible for 
which funding program.  Other considerations may also be taken into account such as 
projects which may have already been approved by OCTA for previous STBG and/or 
CMAQ funding where the STBG or CMAQ funding may expire before the project can 
receive federal approval to proceed. 
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The Southern California Association of Governments Federal Fiscal Year 
2026/2027-2027/2028 Surface Transportation Block Grant and Congestion 

Mitigation and Air Quality Improvement Program Call for Projects Nominations – 
Orange County Transportation Authority Project Descriptions 

 
 
 
Alternate Fuel Replacement Buses (18) 
 
The Orange County Transportation Authority (OCTA) has committed to converting the 
entire OC Bus fleet of 432 fixed-route buses to zero emission by 2040. The purchase of 
18 alternate fuel replacement 60-foot buses will help OCTA to be in compliance with the 
California Air Resources Board-adopted Innovative Clean Transit Rule which requires 
public transit agencies in the State of California to shift their bus fleets to zero-emission 
buses by 2040. The overall project will replace 18 compressed natural gas 60-foot buses 
as they reach the end of their useful life. The buses will be equipped with seating for 59 
passengers or 57 passengers and two wheelchairs, an internal and external camera 
system, Wi-Fi and mobile routers, a farebox equipped for mobile ticketing, radio system, 
automatic vehicle locator, and a three-position bicycle rack. Consistent with OCTA’s 
Comprehensive Business Plan, the useful life of these buses is estimated to be 18 years 
or 500,000 miles. OCTA is requesting $30 million in Congestion Mitigation and Air Quality 
Improvement Program (CMAQ) funding which combined with the other funding in the 
table below will support the replacement of 18 60-foot buses.   
 

Funding ($000s)  CMAQ SB 125 LTF Total 
PA/ED     
PS&E     
ROW     
CON $30,000 $13,381 $1,619 $45,000 
TOTAL $30,000 $13,381 $1,619 $45,000 
Requested Fund $30,000   $30,000 

 
PA/ED – Project Approval/Environmental Documentation 
PS&E – Plans, Specifications, and Estimates 
ROW – Right-of-way 
CON – Construction 
CMAQ – Congestion Mitigation and Air Quality Improvement 

SB 125 – SB 125 (Chapter 54, Statutes of 2023) Transit and 
Intercity Rail Capital Program Formula 
LTF – Local Transportation Fund 
 

Southern California Regional Rail Authority (Metrolink) Rehabilitation (Two Years) 
 
OCTA is requesting $30 million in Surface Transportation Block Grant (STBG) funding to 
provide support for OCTA’s share of Metrolink track, structures, and vehicle rehabilitation. 
This project builds on OCTA’s investment in Metrolink service and ensures the rail system 
remains in a state of good repair. Rehabilitation projects are those that extend the useful 
life of existing capital assets through activities such as the replacement of worn ties and 
rail, worn or outdated signal system components, tunnels, bridges and culverts, rolling 
stock components, and midlife overhaul of rail cars and locomotives. The Metrolink 
Rehabilitation Project will rehabilitate or replace track, signal, communications, rolling 
stock, and other equipment and facilities used to keep the commuter rail system in a state 
of good repair. Combined with the existing Federal Transit Administration,  

ATTACHMENT C 
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Section 5337 State of Good Repair Grants, these funds would help support this funding 
need for up to three years. 
 

Existing 
Funding ($000s) 

STBG FTA 5337 M2 Total 

PA/ED     
PS&E     
ROW     
CON  $38,000 $3,886 $41,886 
TOTAL $0 $38,000 $3,886 $41,886 

 
Funding ($000s) STBG FTA 5337 M2 Total 
PA/ED     
PS&E     
ROW     
CON $30,000 $38,000 $3,886 $71,886 
TOTAL $30,000 $38,000 $3,886 $71,886 
Requested Fund $30,000   $30,000 

 
FTA 5337 – Federal Transit Administration State of Good 
Repair Grants 5337 

M2 – Measure M2

 

OC Connect 
 
OC Connect is an active transportation trail along the OCTA-owned former Pacific Electric 
ROW and the County of Orange-owned Wintersburg Channel. The project is located 
between the downtown areas of the City of Garden Grove (Garden Grove) and the  
City of Santa Ana (Santa Ana) as well as surrounded by high-traffic streets and 
disadvantaged neighborhoods providing a critical connection with public access to the 
trail from 15 different entry points. The project traverses approximately 2.5 miles in 
Garden Grove and 1.5 miles in Santa Ana. The project will add 3.95 miles of a Class I 
non-motorized transportation facility and provide safety crossing features at 
approximately 13 intersections, improving safety for pedestrians and bicyclists. More 
specifically, the trail stretches 3.1 miles between Euclid Street in Garden Grove to  
Raitt Street in Santa Ana, and 0.85 miles along the Wintersburg Channel beginning at the 
ROW in Garden Grove and traversing south to Hazard Avenue in Santa Ana. OCTA is 
requesting $10 million in STBG and $15 million in CMAQ for construction. 
 

Existing 
Funding ($000s) 

ATP STIP CPF/CDS 

Future 
Application or 

Use of Non-
Federal Funds 

Total 

PA/ED $3,000    $3,000 
PS&E  $3,900 $750  $4,650 
ROW      
CON    $3,239  
TOTAL $3,000 $3,900 $750 $3,239 $7,650 
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Funding ($000s) ATP STIP CPF/CDS STBG CMAQ 

Future 
Application or 

Use of Non-
Federal Funds 

Total 

PA/ED $3,000      $3,000 
PS&E  $3,900 $750    $4,650 
ROW        
CON    $10,000 $15,000 $3,239 $28,239 
TOTAL $3,000 $3,900 $750 $10,000 $15,000 $3,239 $35,889 
Requested Fund    $10,000 $15,000  $25,000 

 
ATP – Active Transportation Program 
CPF/CDS – Community Project Funding/Congressionally 
Directed Spending 

STIP – State Transportation Improvement Program

 

Interstate 5 Improvements from San Diego County Line to Avenida Pico 

 
Interstate 5 (I-5) San Diego Freeway is the major north-south route that is used for  
inter-regional, interstate, and international travel and goods movement. It connects 
Orange County with San Diego County to the south and to Los Angeles County to the 
north. The I-5 corridor is also the main route to beaches and tourist attractions in the  
City of San Clemente, San Onofre State Beach, and the United States Marine Corps Base 
Camp Pendleton. Additionally, I-5 provides critical access to Trestles State Beach, which 
is scheduled to host surfing events during the 2028 Summer Olympics, further highlighting 
the corridor’s role in supporting regional mobility, tourism, and international event 
coordination. OCTA is requesting $40 million in STBG for plans, specifications and 
estimates which would result in final design for the project. 
 

Existing 
Funding ($000s) 

STBG CMAQ Total 

PSR $121 $450 $571 
PA/ED $6,407  $6,407 
PS&E    
ROW    
CON    
TOTAL $6,528 $450 $6,978 

 

Funding ($000s) STBG CMAQ 
Future Application 
or Programming of 
Non-Federal Funds 

Total 

PSR $121 $450  $571 
PA/ED $6,407   $6,407 
PS&E $40,000  $6,086 $46,086 
ROW     
CON     
TOTAL $46,528 $450 $6,086 $53,064 
Requested Fund $40,000  $6,086 $46,086 

 
 
 
  



 

4 
 

First Street Complete Streets and Transit Signal Priority 
 
The project is for active transportation and transit improvements along Santa Ana-owned 
ROW First Street. The project traverses approximately 4.1 miles from Bristol Street to 
Newport Avenue in the City of Tustin and builds upon planning work initiated under a 
Regional Early Action Planning (REAP) 2.0 grant. Improvements will include Class IV 
protected and/or buffered bicycle lanes, enhanced pedestrian access through upgraded 
sidewalks and American Disability Act compliant ramps, upgraded bus stops with 
amenities such as shelters and boarding islands, and transit signal priority infrastructure. 
These multimodal enhancements will improve safety, accessibility, and mobility for transit 
riders, pedestrians, and cyclists along a high-ridership corridor served by OCTA Route 64. 
The First Street corridor currently experiences high volumes of transit use, pedestrian 
activity, and vehicle traffic but lacks adequate infrastructure to safely and efficiently 
support multimodal travel. Existing conditions limit the comfort and reliability of bus 
service, while narrow or incomplete pedestrian and bicycle facilities create safety 
concerns and discourage active transportation. There is a critical need to reimagine this 
corridor to improve accessibility, safety, and mobility for all users, particularly for those 
who rely on transit and non-vehicular modes to access jobs, services, and key 
destinations. OCTA is requesting $6 million in STBG and $6 million in CMAQ for 
construction. 
 

Existing 
Funding ($000s) 

REAP 2.0 Total 

PA/ED $4,300 $4,300 
PS&E $259 $259 
ROW   
CON $1,294 $1,294 
TOTAL $5,853 $5,853 

 
Funding ($000s) STBG CMAQ REAP 2.0 Total 
PA/ED   $4,300 $4,300 
PS&E $1,000 $1,000 $259 $2,259 
ROW     
CON $5,000 $5,000 $1,294 $11,294 
TOTAL $6,000 $6,000 $5,853 $17,853 
Requested Fund $6,000 $6,000  $12,000 

 
OC Streetcar Operations 
 
OC Streetcar service, the first streetcar service in Orange County, will operate along a  
4.15-mile route from the Santa Ana Regional Transportation Center (SARTC) to a new transit 
hub at Harbor Boulevard and Westminster Avenue in Garden Grove. Service is planned to 
operate every ten minutes during weekday daytime hours and every 15 minutes during 
weekday evenings and on weekends. The OC Streetcar is a long-needed mobility solution 
within the community and will reconnect the community from the SARTC, which provides 
direct connections to regional rail, OCTA bus, and intercity and international bus services, 
through Santa Ana’s central business district and Civic Center, and northwest on a transit 
dedicated OCTA-owned ROW, former path of the old Pacific Electric streetcar over the  
Santa Ana River to Garden Grove, where it meets OCTA’s busiest bus line on  
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Harbor Boulevard. OCTA is requesting $22 million in CMAQ. CMAQ can be used to assist 
with operations for new services within the first five years of operations. 
 

Existing 
Funding ($000s) 

CMAQ SB 125 LCTOP Other* Total 

PA/ED      
PS&E      
ROW      
CON $18,050 $44,495 $11,858 $22,023 $96,426 
TOTAL $18,050 $44,495 $11,858 $22,023 $96,426 

 
Funding ($000s) CMAQ SB 125 LCTOP Other* Total 
PA/ED      
PS&E      
ROW      
CON $40,050 $44,495 $11,858 $22,023 $118,426 
TOTAL $40,050 $44,495 $11,858 $22,023 $118,426 
Requested Fund $22,000    $22,000 

 
LCTOP – Low Carbon Transit Operations Program 
*Other includes Fares and Shares from the City of Santa Ana and the City of Garden Grove 

 
State Route 74 Ortega Highway Gap Closure & Multimodal Improvements 
 
The State Route 74 (SR-74) Gap Closure and Multimodal Improvements Project spans 
approximately 1.1 miles along SR-74, also known as Ortega Highway, between  
Calle Entradero and Reata Road in the City of San Juan Capistrano. This corridor is a vital 
east-west connector serving regional, local, and recreational travel between Orange County’s 
inland and coastal communities and extending to Riverside County. The improvements will 
enhance mobility and safety along a key route that facilitates access across county lines, 
supporting both daily commuters and broader interregional travel. OCTA is requesting  
$5 million in STBG. 
 

Existing 
Funding ($000s) 

STBG STIP M2 CPF/CDS Other** Total 

PA/ED   $1,950  $6,163 $8,113 
PS&E  $800 $5,250  $1,750 $7,800 
ROW  $13,000    $13,000 
CON $30,000 $24,600  $4,000  $58,600 
TOTAL $30,000 $38,400 $7200 $4,000 $7,913 $87,513 

 
Funding ($000s) STBG STIP M2 CPF/CDS Other** Total 
PA/ED   $1,950  $6,163 $8,113 
PS&E  $800 $5,250  $1,750 $7,800 
ROW  $13,000    $13,000 
CON $35,000 $24,600  $4,000  $63,600 
TOTAL $35,000 $38,400 $7200 $4,000 $7,913 $92,513 
Requested Fund $5,000     $5,000 

 
**Other includes State Fuel Tax, State Highway Operation and Protection Program, and Developer Fees 



Federal Fiscal Year 2026-27 & 
Federal Fiscal Year 2027-28 STBG/CMAQ

Project Recommendations



Overview – SCAG STBG/CMAQ Call

• 254 applications received requesting $3.1 billion

• $1.2 billion available in FFY 2026-27 and FFY 2027-28

• Orange County funding target - $200 million

• Projects selected by SCAG

• OCTA's project recommendations = up to 50 percent of score
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Applications Received

Local Agencies 58

OCTA and Metrolink 8

Total 66

CMAQ – Congestion Mitigation and Air Quality Improvement
FFY – Federal Fiscal Year
Metrolink – Southern California Regional Rail Authority
OCTA – Orange County Transportation Authority
SCAG – Southern California Association of Governments
STBG – Surface Transportation Block Grant



Orange County Local Agency Submissions
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Agency Number of Projects

Aliso Viejo 2

Anaheim 3

Buena Park 1

Brea 1

Costa Mesa 3

Dana Point 3

Fountain Valley 4

Fullerton 2

Huntington Beach 3

Irvine 2

La Habra 1

La Palma 2

Laguna Beach 1

Laguna Hills 1

Laguna Niguel 3

Agency Number of Projects

Mission Viejo 4

Orange 3

Placentia 2

San Clemente 2

Santa Ana 4

Seal Beach 2

Stanton 1

Tustin 4

Westminster 1

Yorba Linda 3

Metrolink 1

OCTA 7

Total Projects: 66

Total Agencies: 27



Basic Scoring Criteria
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OCTA SCAG

Role Develop a Project Prioritization Framework and 
Provide Project Recommendations to SCAG

Project Evaluation and Award

Criteria* • Part 1: Application
• Eligibility and Other Factors

• Part 2: OCTA Project Prioritization Framework
• County Priorities
• Community/Stakeholder Engagement
• Deliverability and Readiness

*OCTA’s criteria was approved by the Board of Directors

• Regional Priorities
• Federal Performance Management Areas
• Community Economic Development Benefits
• Air Quality Improvements and Cost Effectiveness 

(Only for CMAQ Eligible Projects)

Priorities 1. Road Rehabilitation/Transit
2. Complete Streets/Active Transportation
3. Signal Synchronization/Local Streets and 

Roads/Planning Studies

1. Clean Transportation/Resilience of At-Risk/Transit/ 
Transportation Demand Management/Transportation 
System Management and Goods Movement

2. Transportation-Related Natural Lands Preservation Plan/ 
Pavement Management/Complete Streets Plan

3. Complete Streets/Natural Lands Preservation/System 
Preservation

Possible 
Points

Up to 50 Up to 60



Scoring Takeaways

Project Type:
• Most common project types submitted by local agencies were roadway rehabilitation 

and complete streets
• ~38 percent of projects would improve air quality
• ~33 percent of projects have over 19 percent local match
• Vast majority of projects have evidence of community support and are part of a larger 

community/regional plan

Project Readiness:
• ~28 percent of projects have environmental studies (CEQA/NEPA) either complete or 

in progress
• ~45 percent of projects have an alternative selected
• ~49 percent of participating agencies have demonstrated past success in delivering 

projects with federal funds

5CEQA – California Environmental Quality Act
NEPA – National Environmental Policy Act



Highly Recommended

Approve 27 projects totaling 
$245.366 million in STBG/CMAQ 
funds

• 15 System Preservation/Pavement 
Management projects

• 5 Complete Streets/Active Transportation 
projects

• 5 Transit and Multimodal or Clean 
Transportation projects

• 2 Transportation System Management 
and Goods Movement projects
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Recommended

Approve 28 projects totaling 
$146.377 million in STBG/CMAQ 
funds
• 15 System Preservation/Pavement 

Management projects
• Seven Complete Streets/Active 

Transportation projects
• Three Transportation System 

Management and Goods Movement 
projects

• Two Transit and Multimodal or Clean 
Transportation projects

• One Resilience of At-Risk Infrastructure 
project
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OCTA and SCRRA Projects
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Agency Project Name Project Designation Total Funding Request 

OCTA Alternate Fuel Replacement Buses (18) Highly Recommended $                30,000,000 

OCTA Metrolink Rehabilitation (Two years) Highly Recommended $                30,000,000 

OCTA OC Connect Highly Recommended $                25,000,000 

OCTA Interstate 5 Improvements from San Diego County Line to Avenida Pico Highly Recommended $                40,000,000 

OCTA First Street Complete Streets and Transit Signal Priority Highly Recommended $                12,000,000 

Metrolink
Pacific Coast Highway Bridge Replacement (Metrolink Orange Subdivision, Mile Post 200.2) 
- Project Approval and Environmental Document and Plans, Specifications and Estimates

Highly Recommended $                  5,544,000 

Subtotal $              142,544,000 

OCTA OC Streetcar Operations Recommended $                22,000,000 

OCTA State Route 74 Ortega Highway Gap Closure & Multimodal Improvements Recommended $                  5,000,000 

Subtotal $                27,000,000

Grand Total $               169,544,000 



OCTA's Submittal to SCAG
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Designation
Number of 
Agencies

Number of 
Projects

Total Amount

Highly 
Recommended

15 27 $245.366 million

Recommended 21 28 $146.377 million

Contingency List** 10 11 $28.918 million

Not Recommended 0 0 N/A

Total 66 $420.661 million

**Contingency list due to funding constraints



Next Steps

Activity Date

OCTA Project Prioritization Packages due to SCAG August 1, 2025

SCAG Regional Council Meeting Recommendations November 6, 2025

SCAG Special Meeting Awards December 3, 2025

Enter Awarded Projects into Federal Transportation 
Improvement Program (FTIP)

December 2025 / January 2026

Funded Projects Earliest Start*** October 2026
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***SCAG may allow some projects to start earlier, if there is capacity




