
South Orange County 
Transportation Projects Update



Background
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March 2020 Toll Road Extension Efforts Concluded

• Consensus reached by OCTA, TCA, and Caltrans on three 

key projects and to conclude the South County Traffic 

Relief Effort

April 2020 OCTA Commits to Supporting Three Key Projects

• Board direction to advance development of three key 

projects in collaboration with partner agencies and 

stakeholders

October 2021 OCTA and Local Agencies Collaborate

• Board approved a cooperative agreement between the 

OCTA, County of Orange, and City of San Clemente to 

coordinate advancement of the three key projects

Board – Board of Directors                                     OCTA – Orange County Transportation Authority 

Caltrans – California Department of Transportation      TCA – Transportation Corridor Agencies

I-5 – Interstate 5                    



South County Key Projects
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I-5 Improvement Project (Environmental Phase)

OCTA and Caltrans

• Proposes to add a carpool lane in each 

direction from the County Line to 

Avenida Pico

• Environmental clearance anticipated in 2027

Los Patrones Parkway Extension (Design Phase)

County of Orange and Rancho Mission Viejo

• Four-lane divided arterial from Cow Camp Road 

to Avenida La Pata

• Environmental documentation completed in 

August 2026; final design underway

Draft Design Plans 
Draft Conceptual Rendering Environmental Scoping Meeting

Design

$5 million Measure M2

$5 million County

Construction

*$230 million

• Adds a second general-purpose lane and Class II 

bicycle lanes between Calle Entradero and 

Reata Road

• Final design in June 2026; construction expected 

to begin in early 2027

Ortega Highway Gap Closure (Construction Phase)

Caltrans

ROW and Construction

$72.6 million federal/state

*$4.681 million state

Design and ROW

$53.6 million 

federal/state

Construction

*$400-500 

million

*uncommitted funds County – County of Orange                     ROW – Right-of-way



Implemented and Planned Projects in South Orange County

Since Initiation of Measure M2 (2011)

$1.3 billion in freeway

investments

$349 million in 

arterial

projects

$60 million in signal

synchronization

$210 million in rail

investments

$73 million in

community 

circulators

$305 million in coastal

rail stabilization 

priority

projects
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Implemented and

Planned Projects 

in South Orange

County (Cont.)
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ADA - Americans with Disabilities Act 

PCH - Pacific Coast Highway

SR-73 – State Route 73

SR-74 – State Route 74

(A-Z) – Measure M Projects

TBD – To Be Determined



• Staff will continue to provide annual project updates to the 
Board 

• Monitor and assess potential impacts of upcoming El Niño 
implications to transportation infrastructure

• Ortega Highway Gap Closure funding request is detailed in 
a separate Board item for consideration

• I-5 Improvement Project detailed updates are scheduled 
for the November 2026 Board meeting

Next Steps
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