
 

Orange County Transportation Authority 
550 South Main Street / P.O. Box 14184 / Orange / California 92863-1584 / (714) 560-OCTA (6282) 

October 5, 2026 
 
 
To: Regional Transportation Planning Committee 
 
From: Darrell E. Johnson, Chief Executive Officer 
 
Subject: Amendment to Cooperative Agreement with the California 

Department of Transportation for the State Route 55 Improvement 
Project Between Interstate 405 and Interstate 5 

 
 
Overview 
 
On January 11, 2021, the Orange County Transportation Authority Board of 
Directors approved a cooperative agreement between the Orange County 
Transportation Authority and the California Department of Transportation for 
construction capital and construction support services for the State Route 55 
Improvement Project between Interstate 405 and Interstate 5. An amendment to 
the existing cooperative agreement is needed to provide additional funding for 
construction support services. 
 
Recommendation 
 
Authorize the Chief Executive Officer to negotiate and execute Amendment  
No. 3 to Agreement No. C-0-2726 between Orange County Transportation 
Authority and the California Department of Transportation, in the amount of 
$1,670,000, for additional construction support services for the State Route 55 
Improvement Project between Interstate 405 and Interstate 5.  
 
Discussion 
 
The Orange County Transportation Authority (OCTA), in cooperation with the 
California Department of Transportation (Caltrans), is implementing the  
State Route 55 Improvement Project from Interstate 405 (I-405) to Interstate 5 
(I-5) (Project). The Project is part of Project F in the Measure M2 (M2) freeway 
program and is being advanced through the 2025 Updated Next 10 Delivery Plan 
approved by the OCTA Board of Directors (Board) in December 2025. The 
project will add one general purpose lane and one high-occupancy vehicle lane 
in each direction between I-405 and I-5, and auxiliary lanes between 
interchanges. 
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On January 11, 2021, the Board authorized Cooperative Agreement  
No. C-0-2726 with Caltrans to provide the construction capital and construction 
support services for the Project. 
 
Additional construction support services are required due to a variety of issues 
that have been encountered within the project limits, including extending the 
construction contract duration because of time impact delays and management 
of delay mitigation resequencing strategies. These issues include elevated 
arsenic levels in the excavated soil, third-party utility relocation impacts, 
extensive efforts to avoid business relocations adjacent to the Project, and 
providing the contractor with necessary temporary construction easements. The 
contractor’s delay claims have been negotiated, and construction change orders 
have been processed to eliminate disputes. Several construction activities have 
been re-sequenced to minimize delays to the overall project schedule. 
 
The level of construction support services has increased to analyze, assess, and 
respond to contractor claims, negotiate and resolve claims with merit, prepare 
construction change orders, and also to accommodate an increased 
construction duration.  
 
After rebalancing available state funding, Caltrans is proposing to add an 
additional $987,000 in state funding, and transfer $843,000 of state funding from 
the construction capital to support this amendment. The existing $6,272,656 M2 
funding is proposed to be supplemented with an additional $1,670,000 M2 
funding. 
 
The balance of M2 funds identified in the funding table include costs for OCTA 
consultant construction management and public outreach to support the Project. 
A table depicting the proposed funding plan for the construction cooperative 
agreement with Caltrans is provided below. 
 

Funding Table 
  Construction Support Construction Capital Total 

Source Fund 
Type Existing Δ Existing Δ Existing Δ 

STATE *SHOPP $2,800,000 $302,000 $13,100,000   $15,900,000 $302,000 
STATE *LPP $1,846,000   $23,154,000   $25,000,000 $0 
STATE *STIP/RIP $7,004,000 $685,000 $72,996,000   $80,000,000 $685,000 
STATE *TCEP $9,490,000 $843,000 $105,510,000 -$843,000 $115,000,000 $0 
FEDERAL *CMAQ $3,355,000   $0   $3,355,000 $0 
FEDERAL Earmark $475,000   $0   $475,000 $0 
LOCAL M2 $16,890,000 $1,670,000 $1,093,000   $17,983,000 $1,670,000 
** LOCAL M2 $6,272,656     $6,272,656 

sub-totals $48,132,656 $3,500,000 $215,853,000 -$843,000 $257,713,000 $8,929,656 
Proposed Totals $51,632,656 $215,010,000 $266,642,656 
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* State Highway Operation and Protection Program, Local Partnership Program, Statewide Transportation Improvement 
Program, Regional Improvement Program, Trade Corridor Enhancement Program, Congestion Mitigation and Air Quality 
Improvement. 
** $6,272,656 approved by OCTA Board on September 8, 2025, for construction support services performed by AECOM 
Technical Services, Inc. under Agreement No. C-0-2582 to be updated in this amendment. 
 
Fiscal Impact 
 
This Project was approved in OCTA’s Fiscal Year 2026-27 Budget, Capital 
Programs Division, Account No. 0017-9085-FF101-0KU, and funded with a 
combination of federal, state, and local funds. The costs for this amendment are 
funded from project contingency and are not anticipated to increase the total 
project estimate of $505.7 million. 
 
Summary 
 
Board approval is requested to authorize the Chief Executive Officer to negotiate 
and execute Amendment No. 3 to Cooperative Agreement No. C-0-2726 
between OCTA and Caltrans, in the amount of $1,670,000, for additional 
construction support services for the Project.  
 
Attachment 
 
A. California Department of Transportation, Cooperative Agreement  

No. C-0-2726 Fact Sheet 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Prepared by: 

 

 Approved by: 

 
Steven L. King, P.E.  James G. Beil, P.E. 
Sr. Project Manager, Capital Programs 
(714) 560-5874 

 Executive Director, Capital Programs 
(714) 560-5646 

 


