
Approval to Adopt the Mitigated Negative 
Declaration Finding for the Orange County 

Maintenance Facility Project



Project Background
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Sand Canyon Grade Separation

The Orange County Transportation Authority (OCTA) and the City of Irvine (City) 
have a long partnership in the planning and acquisition of the Orange County 
Maintenance Facility (OCMF) property. 

2010

In return, the City reserves the OCMF property for 
OCTA with an option to acquire the property 

OCTA provides the City with property 
for the Sand Canyon Grade Separation 

2015

The agreement between OCTA and the City states 
that the property will be used as a commuter rail 
maintenance facility 

OCTA chooses to acquire OCMF property 



Project Overview 
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Ridge Valley Extension 
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City Zoning 

6.1 Institutional 5.2 Industrial

Intended for public and quasi-public facilities, 
including government facilities, which the OCMF 
will be.  

Typically used for private land use where raw 
materials can be manufactured into goods. The 
OCMF will not be manufacturing anything and will 
be a public use. 

OCMF:

• Located in City Planning Area 51

• Conditionally allowable under use zoning 

code 6.1 Institutional

• Requires a Conditional Use Permit, which 

is currently under review by the City  
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6.1



Project Need 

Efficiency 

• Eliminates need to 

move empty trains to 

facilities in other 

counties at the end of 

the day

• Allows better use of 

Metrolink’s existing 

fleet

Public Transit

• Serves long-term 

public transportation 

needs by 

accommodating a 

future expansion  of 

Metrolink’s fleet

Maintenance

• Provides needed 

additional service 

capacity 

• Serves long-term 

maintenance of public 

rail facilities  
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Project Benefits  

Environment

• Reduces greenhouse gas emissions 

by getting vehicles off the road

• Reduces emissions by eliminating 

need to move empty trains to other 

facilities 

Public Transit

• Accommodates future expansion 

of the Metrolink system

• Allows for more frequent service 

• Improves on-time train 

performance 
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Interior cleaning 

Inspections of brakes and other parts 

Fueling 

Light repairs 

Train storage

Train washing 

Sand replenishment  

Restroom cleaning 
Automated Train Wash

Site Activities 

*** Heavy repairs trains will travel to other facilities *** 8

Service & Inspection Station

Fueling Dump Station



Outreach
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Notices/Collateral:

• Travata Community Email System 

• Physical Notices 

• Notice of Intent 

• Social Media 

• Newspaper Ads 

• Project Collateral and Website 

Meetings:

• Oct. 5 - Virtual Meeting

• Nov. 4 - OCTA Representative at Travata Community

• Jan. 12 - Travata Community Meeting 

• March 14 - Travata Community Meeting 



Common Concerns

Visual
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Noise Air Quality Traffic



Visual
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Study shows no significant impacts to aesthetics 

or glare from the maintenance facility.



Site Plan
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Noise
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Study shows no significant impacts 
to noise from construction or 
operations of the facility.

Current ambient noise at Travata Community 63-68 decibels

Noise at Travata Community during 

construction

68 decibels 

or below 

Noise at Travata Community during 

operations of facility

68 decibels 

or below  

Silent Library

30 decibels 
Rainfall

50 decibels 

Lawn Mower

100 decibels 

Rock Band

110 decibels 

Jackhammer

130 decibels 

Busy Traffic

70 decibels 
Vacuum Cleaner

80 decibels 



Air Quality Advancements 
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• Metrolink is the first passenger rail agency 

in the nation to be completely powered 

by renewable fuel

• Nearly 75 percent of Metrolink’s 

locomotives use Tier 4 clean technology, 

which reduce emissions by up to 85 

percent compared to older models 

Location of facility will reduce emissions by eliminating need to move empty trains to other 
counties at the end of the day and decreasing train idling due to more efficient logistics.



• SCAQMD threshold for the maximum 
excess cancer risk for an individual in an 
age restricted community is 10 in 1 million. 
This project is well below the established 
threshold with 1 in 1 million.

• VOC emissions during construction can be 
mitigated by using water based or low VOC 
interior and exterior paints 

Air Quality

Study shows no significant impacts to air quality

SCAQMD threshold 
for maximum cancer 
risk in an age 
restricted community

10 in 1 million

Maximum modeled 
cancer risk of Project 

1 in 1 million 

SCAQMD – South Coast Air Quality Management District
VOC – volatile organic compounds
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Traffic
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Study shows no significant impacts to traffic

80 employees would access the facility daily

10 fleet vehicles will work out of the facility 

20 other vehicles including deliveries and visitors 

220 total daily trips in and out of the facility each day



Schedule and Funding
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2022 Complete Environmental Review

2024

2026

2025

2027

2028

2023 Design Phase Begins 

Complete Design Phase

Construction Begins 

Project Completion  (does not 

include the maintenance building)

Total project cost is 

$150 - $165 million:

• $54 million state grant is 

funding environmental, design, 

and a portion of construction 



Questions? 

More information about the project: octa.net/OCMF

More information about Metrolink: MetrolinkTrains.com
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