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Committee Members  
Laurie Davies, Chair 
Lisa A. Bartlett, Vice Chairwoman 
Barbara Delgleize 
Michael Hennessey 
Gene Hernandez 
Tim Shaw 
Gregory T. Winterbottom 

Orange County Transportation Authority  
Headquarters 

550 South Main Street  
Board Room – Conf. Room 07 

Orange, California 
Thursday, February 21, 2019 at 9:00 a.m. 

 
Any person with a disability who requires a modification or accommodation in order 
to participate in this meeting should contact the OCTA Clerk of the Board, telephone 
(714) 560-5676, no less than two (2) business days prior to this meeting to enable 
OCTA to make reasonable arrangements to assure accessibility to this meeting. 
 
Agenda descriptions are intended to give members of the public a general summary 
of items of business to be transacted or discussed. The posting of the 
recommended actions does not indicate what action will be taken. The Committee 
may take any action which it deems to be appropriate on the agenda item and is not 
limited in any way by the notice of the recommended action.  
 
All documents relative to the items referenced in this agenda are available for public 
inspection at www.octa.net or through the Clerk of the Board’s office at the OCTA 
Headquarters, 600 South  Main Street, Orange, California. 
 
 

Call to Order 
 

Pledge of Allegiance 
Director Delgleize 
 
1. Public Comments 
 

Special Calendar 
 
2. Sacramento Advocate Presentation  
 Moira Topp/Lance M. Larson 
 

Sacramento advocate, Moira Topp, will provide an overview of upcoming 
transportation policy and funding discussions by the new Administration and 
State Legislature. 
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3. Committee Meeting 2019 Schedule 
 Laurie Davies, Chair  
 

Committee Chair Davies will lead a discussion regarding the 2019 meeting 
schedule for the Legislative and Communications Committee. The proposed 
dates and times for this Committee are provided in Attachment A.  

 
4. Roles and Responsibilities of the Legislative and Communications 

Committee  
Darrell E. Johnson 

 
Roles and responsibilities for the Legislative and Communications Committee 
are reviewed periodically for any appropriate changes or additions. These 
roles and responsibilities are presented for discussion in Attachment A.  

 

Consent Calendar (Item 5) 
 
All items on the Consent Calendar are to be approved in one motion unless a 
Committee Member or a member of the public requests separate action or 
discussion on a specific item. 
 
 5. Approval of Minutes 
 

Approval of the minutes of the Legislative and Communications Committee 
meeting of January 17, 2019.  
 

Regular Calendar 
 
6. State Legislative Status Report 
 Jaymal Patel/Lance M. Larson 
 
 Overview 
 

A support position is recommended on a bill related to the delegation of 
federal environmental review authority under the National Environmental 
Protection Act. 

 
 Recommendation 
 

Adopt a SUPPORT position on AB 252 (Daly, D-Anaheim) which would allow 
California to continue to perform federal environmental responsibilities for 
highway projects under the National Environmental Policy Act indefinitely.  
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7. Federal Legislative Status Report 
 Dustin J. Sifford/Lance M. Larson 
 
 Overview 
 

An update is provided on the appropriations process, the long-term funding 
outlook for federal transportation programs, and a nomination to the 
Department of Transportation. Summaries of a recent Executive Order and a 
hearing on infrastructure investments are also included. 

 
 Recommendation 
 
 Receive and file as an information item.  
 

Discussion Items 
 
8. Chief Executive Officer's Report 
 
9. Committee Members' Reports 
 
10. Closed Session 
 

There are no Closed Session items scheduled. 
 
11. Adjournment 
 

The next regularly scheduled meeting of this Committee will be held at    
9:00 a.m. on Thursday, March 21, 2019, at the Orange County 
Transportation Authority Headquarters, 550 South Main Street,              
Board Room - Conference Room 07, Orange, California. 



Legislative & Communications Committee
9:00 a.m.

OCTA Holidays

OCTA, OCTD, OCLTA, and OCSAFE regular Board meeting
9:00 a.m., OCTA Headquarters 
550 South Main Street, Board Room - Conf. Room 07, Orange CA
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2019 OCTA Proposed Committee Meeting Calendar  
Legislative and Communications Committee 

   
 

Month 2019 Proposed Changes - Comparison with 2018 Calendar 

  

January No change 

February No change 

March No change 

April No change 

May No change  

June No change 

July No change 

August No change 

September No change           

October No change 

November No change 

December No change 

 

 



 

   

                                      ATTACHMENT A 
 

   

 

Proposed Roles and Responsibilities                                                           

of the Board Committees for 2019 

(02.21.19) 

 

Legislative and Communications Committee 
 
 

• Recommends  to the  Board  of  Directors  multi-level  strategy  and  action  plans  

for advancing priorities of OCTA at local, state, and federal levels of government; 

 
• Reviews  and  makes  recommendations  to  the  Board  of  Directors  for  the  annual 

legislative platforms and positions for legislative proposals;  

 
• In coordination with the Chairman of the Board of Directors, advocates and testifies 

at the state and federal level on issues of importance to OCTA; 

 
• Establishes relationships with legislative delegations at the state and federal levels; 

 

 

• Makes   recommendations   to   Board  of   Directors  on   use  and   procurement   

of professional  services  and  contractors  to  support  planning  and  delivery  of  

OCTA projects, programs, and services; 

 
• Interviews  and  recommends  to  the  Board  of  Directors  consultants  to  serve  

as legislative advocates in Sacramento and Washington, D.C.; 

 
• Makes recommendations regarding annual state and federal funding requests;  

 

• Provides guidance with public communication program goals, plans, and 

messages, and ensures they cultivate two-way communications with diverse 

communities, and are in compliance with Title VI and Environmental Justice 

requirements;  
 

 

• Reviews  and  provides  feedback  on  public  communications,  media  relations,  

and community relations programs in support of OCTA initiatives; 
 
 
• Reviews and provides feedback on marketing and customer relations engagement 

programs that are designed to create awareness or promote usage of OCTA 
transportation services and programs; and 

 

 

• Monitors public and customer feedback, as well as communications program results 
and recommend course corrections as appropriate. 
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Committee Members Present  
Michael Hennessey, Vice Chairman 
Laurie Davies 
Barbara Delgleize 
Tim Shaw 
Gregory T. Winterbottom 

Staff Present 
Darrell E. Johnson, Chief Executive Officer 
Ken Phipps, Deputy Chief Executive Officer 
Laurena Weinert, Clerk of the Board 
Sara Meisenheimer, Deputy Clerk of the Board 
James Donich, General Counsel 
OCTA Staff and members of the General Public 

Committee Members Absent  

None  

 

Call to Order 
 

The January 17, 2019 regular meeting of the Legislative and Communications 
Committee was called to order by Committee Vice Chairman Hennessey at                   
9:02 a.m.  
 

Pledge of Allegiance 
 
Director Winterbottom led in the Pledge of Allegiance.  
 

1. Public Comments 
 
 No public comments were received.  
 

Special Calendar 
 

2. Conference Call with State Legislative Advocate Moira Topp 
 
 Moira Topp, Sacramento Advocate, reported on the following:  
 

• Last Monday, January 7th, the Legislature returned, and the Governor 
and all the constitutional constitutes were sworn-in for their terms.  

• On Thursday, January 10th, the Governor released his proposed                
2019-20 budget which includes:  
o A $209 billion budget; 
o To the general fund $144 billion; 
o A 4.1 percent increase over last year’s spending; 
o To pre-kindergarten, kindergarten, and childcare $1.8 billion; 
o Includes a surplus of $13 billion; and 
o Proposes $1.3 billion towards housing and a half billion towards 

homelessness.   

• On the transportation side, the Governor proposes $4.8 billion of 
Senate Bill (SB) 1. 
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2. (Continued) 
 

• The bill introduction deadline is February 22nd and up to 2,500 bills will 
be introduced.  

• Assembly and Senate both released the committee assignments.  

• In the Assembly Committee on Transportation, Assembly Member 
Daly remains on the committee (who is a member of the                             
Orange County delegation).  

• In the Senate, the transportation and housing committee was split into 
two committees again and Senator Tom Umberg, who is an                   
Orange County delegation, is a member of both committees.  

• In the Assembly, after the election, Republican Caucus made a 
leadership change and elected Assembly Member, Marie Waldron, as 
the Assembly Republican leader.   

• In the Senate, Senator Shannon Grove was elected as the California 
Senate Republican leader.  

 
A discussion ensued regarding:  
 

• The Governor’s proposal with SB 1 and applying it to cities’ compliance 
with the Regional Housing Needs Assessment.  

• The Governor and the administration are required to release their 
trailer bills that underly the budget at the end of the month.    

• Summary of SB 50, the challenges the bill faces, and the bi-partisan 
support.  

• The Orange County Transportation Authority (OCTA) is currently 
analyzing SB 50 and has not taken a position since OCTA has no             
land-use authority; yet, there is a transit component in the bill. OCTA 
will further analyze SB 50 and bring it back to the Legislative and 
Communications Committee for further consideration. 

 

Consent Calendar (Item 3) 
 
 

3. Approval of Minutes  
 

A motion was made by Director Davies, seconded by Director Delgleize, and 
declared passed by those present, to approve the minutes of the               
Legislative and Communications Committee meeting of November 15, 2018.  
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Regular Calendar 
 

4. State Legislative Status Report 
 

 Kristin Essner, Manager of State and Federal Relations, reported on the 
following:  
 

• Background on toll enforcement policies. 

• SB 1268 and Assembly Bill 179 laid out processes to protect customer 
privacy information when processing toll violations; however, 
legislation did not anticipate several new ways of using data from toll 
facilities and the federal interoperability requirements.    

• Since the passage of these bills, the federal law was changed to 
require all toll facilities to meet certain interoperability requirements. 

• Further updates and clarification are needed to the toll code sections; 
within the statute authority, as to when to enforce paying penalties if a 
facility is being misused.   

• OCTA plans to co-sponsor legislation with other toll operators within 
the state, including the Metropolitan Transportation Commission/Bay 
Area Toll Authority. 

• Multiple avenues on clarifying toll enforcement policies could be 
handled in a stand-alone bill.  

• Overview of the California Air Resources Board (ARB) Innovative 
Clean Transit Regulation (ICT). ARB unanimously adopted the ICT 
Regulation the previous month.    

• OCTA requested ARB incentive funds to continue to be available for 
transit agencies through the life of the regulation but ARB was not 
willing to do that.   

• An update on the Legislative Analyst’s Office report discussing 
transportation, greenhouse gas emissions (GHG), and meeting the 
regional SB 375 GHG emissions reduction targets.   

  
A discussion ensued regarding: 

 

• OCTA’s goal is to update technology and continue to maintain 
customer privacy requirements within toll enforcement policies.   

• James Donich, General Counsel, stated the Board of Directors will 
receive an in-depth memo as a part of the January 28th Board Meeting 
Agenda (a closed session item). 

• California has the toll interoperability under Title 21 to ensure OCTA 
can still do business transactions properly.  

• OCTA will have several considerations as the long-term fleet plan is 
developed. It crosses all issues financially, operationally, and 
environmentally. 
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4. (Continued) 
 

• Examples of how OCTA has experimented with different types of 
buses and how OCTA is currently experimenting with hydrogen fuel 
cell buses before making a purchase requirement decision.    

 

A motion was made by Director Davies, seconded by Director Delgleize, and 
declared passed by those present, to amend the 2019-20 Orange County 
Transportation Authority State Legislative Platform to co-sponsor legislation 
to clarify roles and responsibilities related to toll enforcement policies to allow 
for interoperability between toll facilities while affirming user privacy 
protections.  

 

5. Federal Legislative Status Report 
 

 Dustin Sifford, Senior Government Relations Representative, and                        
Lance Larson, Executive Director of External Affairs, reported on the 
following:  
 

• The background of the partial government shutdown which effects the 
Department of Transportation.  

• OCTA’s impacts with the government shutdown are seen through 
three specific model agencies: the Federal Highway Administration, 
the Federal Transit Administration, and the Federal Railroad 
Administration.  

• Nicole R. Mason was nominated to serve as the Administrator of the 
Federal Highway Administration. 

• Newly-elected Speaker of the House, Nancy Pelosi, is in the process 
of making committee assignments, and Congressman Harley Rouda 
of Orange County, will be assigned to the Transportation and 
Infrastructure Committee.  

 

No action was taken on this receive and file information item. 
 

Discussion Items 
 

6. Chief Executive Officer's Report 
 
 Darrell E. Johnson, Chief Executive Officer (CEO), reported on the following:  
 

• Mr. Johnson, CEO, and staff were in Sacramento earlier this week to 
meet with several newly-elected officials and representatives from the 
California State Transportation Agency.  
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6. (Continued) 
 

• The Interstate 405 (I-405) Improvement Project updates are as follows:  
o The Magnolia Street bridge is scheduled to close at 10:00 p.m. 

on Friday night until Saturday at 8:00 a.m. to allow crews to 
partially demolish the bridge.  

o On January 19th at 9:00 a.m. at Paularino Elementary school in 
Costa Mesa, OCTA’s outreach team will host a neighborhood 
meeting regarding upcoming work on the Fairview Road bridge, 
which is expected to start next month.  

o A second neighborhood meeting is scheduled at 9:00 a.m. on 
January 26th at Wakeham Park in Costa Mesa.   

• January is human trafficking awareness month and OCTA will have a 
booth at California State University Fullerton on Saturday at 1:00 p.m. 
to provide information about the Be the One campaign.    

• On February 7th at 11:00 a.m. at Golden West College, OCTA will host 
a ribbon-cutting event for the newest Bravo Route 529 along                      
Beach Boulevard.  

• On February 9th at 8:00 a.m., OCTA will host the annual Lunar                    
New Year celebration at the Irvine Metrolink Station.  

 

7. Committee Members’ Reports 
 

Director Shaw inquired about how the storms are affecting transportation on 
the freeways.    

 
Mr. Johnson, CEO, commented on the State Route 91 freeway incident, that 
there was an emergency closure due to flooding on the I-405, and concerns 
about the impacts to the open space property.  

 

8. Closed Session 
 

There were no Closed Session items scheduled. 
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9. Adjournment 
 
 The meeting adjourned at 9:45 a.m.  
 

The next regularly scheduled meeting of this Committee will be held at                  
9:00 a.m. on Thursday, February 21, 2019, at the Orange County 
Transportation Authority Headquarters, 550 South Main Street,                       
Board Room - Conference Room 07, Orange, California. 

 
 
 

 
ATTEST 
 

  

 
 
 
 

  

  Sahara Meisenheimer 

Michael Hennessey  Deputy Clerk of the Board 
Committee Vice Chairman   
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